Zwischen Ausgrabung und Ausstellung

Beitrage zur Archaologie Vorderasiens

Festschrift fur Lutz Martin

Herausgegeben von Nadja Cholidis,
Elisabeth Katzy und Sabina Kulemann-Ossen

marru 9

Zaphon






Zwischen Ausgrabung und Ausstellung

Beitrage zur Archéaologie Vorderasiens

Festschrift fiir Lutz Martin

Herausgegeben von Nadja Cholidis,
Elisabeth Katzy und Sabina Kulemann-Ossen

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



marru

Studien zur Vorderasiatischen Archdologie
Studies in Near and Middle Eastern Archaeology

Band 9

Herausgegeben von
Reinhard Dittmann,
Ellen Rehm und
Dirk Wicke

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



Zwischen Ausgrabung und Ausstellung

Beitrage zur Archéaologie Vorderasiens

Festschrift fiir Lutz Martin

Herausgegeben von Nadja Cholidis,
Elisabeth Katzy und Sabina Kulemann-Ossen

Zaphon

Miinster
2020

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



[llustrationen auf dem Einband:
» Skorpionentor, Tell Halaf 1912 (© Max Freiherr von Oppenheim-Stiftung, Ko6ln)
* Grabungsbereich A, Tell Halaf 2007 (© Tell Halaf Projekt).

Zwischen Ausgrabung und Ausstellung. Beitrdge zur Archdologie Vorderasiens.
Festschrift fiir Lutz Martin

Herausgegeben von Nadja Cholidis, Elisabeth Katzy und Sabina Kulemann-Ossen

marru 9

© 2020 Zaphon, Miinster (www.zaphon.de)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored

in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photo-copying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior
permission of the publisher.

Printed in Germany
Printed on acid-free paper

ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3

ISSN 2569-5851

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



Lutz Martin, im Hintergrund die dstliche Sphinx vom Tell Halaf, Berlin 2010
(© Staatliche Museen zu Berlin — Vorderasiatisches Museum, Foto: Olaf M. Temer).

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



Inhaltsverzeichnis

Gruflwort der Herausgeberinnen ................ccocccoooiieniiiniiinniiieneeeeeeee, XI
Schriftenverzeichnis von Lutz Martin................c.cccoeoiiiiiiiiieincieeeee, X1

Agypten — ,,Hauptsache ist der Effekt!*

Robert Kuhn

Amélineau — Flinders Petrie und Schweinfurth ... Das Konvolut frithdgyptischer
Funde aus dem Ko6nigsfriedhof in Abydos im Agyptischen Museum und
Papyrussammlung Berlin ...........ccocooiiiiiiiiii e 1

Caris-Beatrice Arnst
Die Hauptsache ist der Effekt! Nochmals zum ,,syrischen® Trinkrohr und

was die Agypter damit tranken ..............coovcoeviievieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 29
Abenteuer Ausstellung

Klaus Finneiser
Wiedersehen mit archdologischem Kulturgut. Altédgyptische und

vorderasiatische Altertiimer in der ersten Sonderausstellung

der Staatlichen Museen zu Berlin nach dem 2. Weltkrieg.........c.ccooevvevvieiieeneennennen. 51
Daniel Meyer

Eine ,,neue* Sphinx von Hattusa. Abformung und originalgetreue Bemalung......... 65
Moritz Schneider

Die geretteten Gotter vom Tell Halaf.
Eine Begegnung mit dem Abenteuer. Einblicke der Ausstellungsgestalter-.............. 73

w»Dieser Mann wird sich freuen!“ — Philologische Beitrige

Manfred Krebernik
Eine lexikalische Liste (HS 2944) zur Anatomie des Opferschafes .............c.cccc..... 83

Joachim Marzahn
Hilfsmittel des Schreibers: die Linien auf der Tafel.

Zu einer Archiologie des Schriftbildes..........ccccoieiiieiriiiiiiie e 99

Stefan M. Maul
,,Dieser Mann wird Sich freuen! ... ..ccovoiiiiiiiie e 127

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



VIII Inhaltsverzeichnis

Tell Halaf — ,,Immer noch gut fiir Uberraschungen*

Jorg Becker
Zu den spéatneolithischen Rundhdusern am Tell Halaf ... 131

Gabriele Elsen-Novak / Mirko Novdk
Der ,.kulturelle Code* des ,,aramdischen Gozana (Tall Halaf) .............c.ccoeueeee. 139

Mohamad Fakhro
Tell Halaf (Giizana). Neo-Assyrian Residence

on the Southern Mud-Brick TEITACE ........uuvvviiiiiiieiiieieeeeeeeee e 173

Elisabeth Katzy
Wie die Spitzeit am Tell Halaf wieder mal fiir eine Uberraschung gut ist!

Drei weibliche Figurinen vom Tell Halaf.............ccocoviiniiiiiciiieeeeceeen 183

Winfried Orthmann
Der Tell Halaf und die neuassyrische Kunst...........ccccecuerenenineneneninieeeiee 193

Uwe Sievertsen
Funktionale Aspekte der Keramikinventare aus dem Assyrischen

Statthalterpalast von Tell Halaf / Guzana............ccccoooieiiiiiiiniieeeeeeceee 201
Syria Antiqua

Alexander Ahrens

,Der elende Feind von Hatti“ und sein Versteck. Der Tell Sefinet Nuh

und seine strategische Rolle wihrend der Schlacht von Kades ............cccoeeveneennee. 211

Friederike Bachmann
Neuassyrische Wandmalereien aus Tell Sheikh Hassan..........cccocceveveneniinenicnnn. 219

Karin Bartl / Massoud Badawi
Eisenzeitliche Siedlungen am mittleren Orontes. Das Reich von Hamath ............. 231

Giorgio Buccellati

Degrees of Digitality. The Case of Excavation Reports ...........ccocevoerinieiinenninne. 247
Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

To Sift or Not to Sift ... Research on the Effectiveness of Sifting .............cc.ceee.... 259
Dittmar Machule

Tall Munbaqa war wirklich nicht BERSIBA ...........ccoooiiiiiiiieee e 267

Dietrich Siirenhagen
“This is as strange as everything else here”. Nachgrabungen

im Augentempel und den Hochterrassen von Tall BraK.........cccccceevveviiviencncncnene. 273

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



Inhaltsverzeichnis IX

Vom Fund zur Deutung — Neue Uberlegungen zu materiellen
Zeugnissen

Rainer Michael Boehmer
Zur Herkunft eines Akkad-zeitlichen Rollsiegels

mit einer Tempelbau-SZEeNEe ..........ccvvvviiiiiieiiee e 299
Dominik Bonatz

Wie sah die Glyptik im Zentrum des Mittani-Reichs aus?

Ein Einblick aus Tell FEReriye. ......cceeoeiiiiieiieieescee e 303

Joachim Bretschneider
Zur religidsen Ikonographie des Geiers im Alten Iran.

Der Bronzebecher aus Grab 42 von MarliK ........coooovvveeiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeieeeeee e 311

Kirsten Driippel
Auch in einem Berg von Scherben kann man ein Muster erkennen.

Mineralogische Analyse der Rohmaterialien, Verarbeitung und Brenn-
bedingungen Halaf-zeitlicher Keramik aus dem nordlichen Mesopotamien........... 325

Helen Gries / Katharina Schmidt

Die kerngeformten Glasgefifie aus Grabern in ASSUL.........cccoevvvvieiieiieienienieen. 339
Azad Hamoto

Ein Terrakottarelief mit Gilgamesch-Bild ............cccocovieiiiiiniineeeeeeeee 355
Barbara Helwing

Steingefdfe des 3. Jts. v. Chr. aus Uruk. Ein neuer Blick auf die Chloritgefafe.... 359
David Kertai y

The “Sun(God) of all People”. Samas’s Presence

in the Throneroom of Ashurnasirpal IT at Kallu..........ccoceevviiieiieniiniciecieees 385

Sabina Kulemann-Ossen
Materielle Verbindungen zwischen der Habiir-Region

und Kilikien im 1. Jt. V. CRI. oo 399
Bernd Miiller-Neuhof

Silexfunde als chronologische Indikatoren historischer Perioden.

Babylon in frithdynastischer Zeit.........cccoovieeiiiiiiiiiieececeeceeeeeee e 411
Herbert Niehr

Zur religionsgeschichtlichen Botschaft eines palmyrenischen Votivreliefs ........... 423

Alexander E. Sollee
Das Scherbenzimmer von Assur. Ein Deutungsversuch..........ccocevvieiieieneneennen. 433

Eva Strommenger
Altsyrische Terrakottafiguren in priméirer und sekundérer Verwendung ............... 447

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



X Inhaltsverzeichnis

»Weggefihrten in stiilrmischen Zeiten“

Sabine Béhme
Gemeinsam der Wissen- und Leidenschaft fiir Archdologie verpflichtet.

Walter Andrae (1875-1956) und Gertrude Lowthian Bell (1868—1926) —
Weggefihrten in stiirmischen Zeiten ..........ccccoevieiiriiniiiiieeeeeeeeee e 457

Nadja Cholidis
Tell Halaf-Scherben in der Hiandelallee, Berlin.

Ein Brief Werner Otto von Hentigs an seine Kinder ..........cccecvevvenieniieciencvennenen. 471

Martin Kroger
Max von Oppenheim und der Heilige Krieg.

Noch einmal die Denkschrift von 1914 .......cocoviiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 483

Gabriele Mietke
Verschliisselte Botschaften zwischen Konstantinopel und Berlin ..............c.......... 489

Friedhelm Pedde
Vom Erzgebirge ins Land der Fowlingbulls.

Karl May und die vorderasiatischen AItertiimer...........ccoeceevvecieeieneenieeieeeesnennn 507

Ellen Rehm
,,Immerhin mégen die Assyrer als die treuesten Verwahrer dieses

urspriinglichen Motives gelten*. Gottfried Semper und die Assyrer.
Eine ANNAREIUNE ...c..ooiiiiiiiieieeie ettt 535

Gabriele Teichmann
Zwischen Abenteurertum, Politik und Wissenschatft.

Max von Oppenheim (1860—1940)........ccccvevvieiiiienieiieieeieeeese e 569

Ralf-B. Wartke
Charles Sester. Die Tragik eines deutschen Patrioten im Vorderen Orient ............ 581

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



To Sift or Not to Sift ...

Research on the Effectiveness of Sifting
Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati / Los Angeles

1. Background

The excavations at Tell Mozan have yielded thousands of seal impressions that are
small and unbaked and therefore fragile by nature.! The contexts of these seal im-
pressions vary but all are difficult to find in a soil matrix that is the same color and
texture as the seal impressions. Our local excavators have worked with us a number
of years and are very attentive to even small artifacts of every type. They care about
their work and over the years have developed trained eyes for sherds and small ob-
jects. Because of this we have been confident that little has been missed during the
excavation process. But we wanted to check on this.

We decided to conduct an experiment whereby all the soil from a small locus
was first processed by using our usual methods. These usual methods mean that in
every locus the objects are recorded individually and boxed separately. The other
items (ceramics, lithics and bones) are collected in their entirety and stored separate-
ly. These groups are given q-lot numbers with a designation indicating their content.
The letter q in this case stands for “quantity”, that is objects collected in quantity and
triangulated within a relatively small matrix, i. e. a volume that is generally no more
than one to two meters on the side, and twenty to twenty-five centimeters in height.
The concept of g-lot has thus a double meaning. On the one hand it represents a
volume, on the other the items found within it. Each g-lot is in turn associated with a
feature, i. e., a culturally defined entity, generally an accumulation deposited on top
of a floor or within a narrowly defined space, such as a pit: a g-lot as such is defined
by non-cultural parameters (i. ., the measurements that define the volume), but is
encased within cultural boundaries.

The excavator of a given feature collects the material in separate bags labeled
with the g-lot numbers pertinent to that feature. Each bag is used for only one type
of object, so ceramics in one bag, lithics in another, etc. The bags are intentionally
small, as is the volume from which the items come, so that the quantities for each g-
lot are limited. With the present experiment we decided to use a two step approach:
first the ceramics, lithics and bones were collected as described above. In a second
step we sifted the excavated dirt to see what had been missed. In addition to the
information we received on what was missed, our sifting experiments gave us an
insight into how long it takes to sift a given amount (with our mechanized system,
see below, a relatively short period of time) and the manpower needed to do this.

!'1t is a pleasure to dedicate this article to a colleague whose seminal work in Berlin has long
inspired us. Fortunately we were able to share thoughts on the excavation process with him
both at Tell Halaf and Mozan. It is in this spirit that I dedicate to him the results of a research
undertaken during fieldwork in Mozan.
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260 Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

2. Aims of the Research
Before the research began several aims were articulated. We wanted to:

e determine what types of archaeological materials (if any) were being
missed entirely by the excavators and their teams at the moment of excava-
tion.

e check what types and sizes of archaeological materials are consistently un-
derrepresented in the q lots collected in the features by the excavators and
their teams. This especially refers to sherds but may also refer to lithics and
bone.

e check how many ceramic rims and bases are missed at the point of excava-
tion and their approximate size.

e since at that point we were excavating strata dating to the Mittani period,
we wanted to check how many painted sherds are missed at the point of ex-
cavation.

e check the approximate time and manpower requirements for an average g-
lot to be sifted.

3. The Research Context

The Urkesh Global Record embodies the totality of the record of the excavation.
Within it are recorded, on a daily basis in the field and during subsequent research,
all the data as it is recorded and analyzed. In the case of the ceramics all the sherds
are collected from the excavation units, both body sherds and shape sherds, and all
are analyzed. It is because of our emphasis on the collection and analysis of the
totality of the data that we are very interested in what we possibly could be missing.

The context of the research were two excavation units both near the stone revet-
ment wall surrounding the temple terrace (Fig. 1).2 J2 is located on the exterior of
the wall and J3 is situated behind/inside the wall. J2 features contained mixed pot-
tery dating to the Early Dynastic and to the Mittani periods. The excavations of J3
were just beginning and the research included four of the uppermost features (fea-
tures 1,2,31,37) which had mixed ceramics dating from the Late Chalcolithic to the
Mittani periods. We thought it was important to sieve the backdirt in this area at the
beginning since previously there had been a number of cylinder seal impressions in
adjacent areas. However the two areas were chosen for this experiment, not because
of their context but for their relative ease of access.

4. How the Research was Conducted

Since the excavations were deep we had constructed a mechanical method of trans-
porting the backdirt to the surface of the tell. This method was similar to an escalator
but in this case the dirt was contained within a closed tube on small shelves until it
spewed out, usually directly into a trailer for removal from the site (Fig. 2). For the
sieving process the dirt dropped directly into a large sieve (Fig. 3).

2 Kelly-Buccellati 2010; Buccellati / Kelly-Buccellati 2014.
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To Sift or Not to Sift ... 261

In J2 and J3 the local excavators and their teams proceeded with their standard
routine of putting all the sherds, bones, and lithics in their respective plastic bags
labeled with their g-lot numbers. For the sifting process we took advantage of the
mechanical means we had developed so that all the soil from the defined g-lot was
sifted. The system included two steps, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. At the base of the
mechanical lift, there was a 2 cms screen, and at the top a 1 cm screen. Material
from both screens was combined in a single lot. At the sifting stage the sherds,
bones and lithics (when present in the sifter) were collected and labeled indicating
that they derived from the sifting of the soil. The sifted lots were given a different
number than the non-sifted q’s from the same defined space. The process of sifting
took between 10—15 minutes depending on the volume of dirt. The units needed
about two extra team members to accomplish this; the sifting at times slowed down
the work in the unit.

At the point of washing the lithics and bones were first counted. None of the
lithics were worked pieces (neither chipped stone nor ground stone) but clearly had
come from the large stones near their respective q’s. Few bones were found in the
sifted dirt. The washed sherds from both sources were examined to determine if
there were any immediately apparent patterns or joins and to determine the
approximate size range of the sherds in each type of lot. In order to obtain uniform
typological statistics the lots were processed using our standard analysis system.

In J2 the experiment was conducted over two days with 10 lots examined from
sifted and un-sifted g-lots (Table 1). The 10 lots came from two excavated features,
f166 and f174. The total number of sherds in these features was 1820, including
1695 body sherds, 125 shape sherds and 57 painted sherds. In J3 the experiment was
conducted also over 2 days with 12 lots examined coming from 4 excavated fea-
tures, f1, 2, £31, £37. The total number of sherds examined was 1731 of these 1387
are body sherds while 144 shape sherds. The sherd count also included 92 painted
sherds.’ From the two areas the total number of sherds analyzed was 3551 including
both body and shape sherds.

5. Research Results

We may now consider in detail the results with regard to the five aims which we had
set ourselves.

a—b. Material missed or underrepresented

No items were discovered other than sherds, i. e. no worked lithics, no seal impres-
sions, no complete or even almost complete bones?, etc.

As for the sherds the total number found in the sifter was high in comparison to
those found at the point of excavation in the majority of q’s. However when the

3 The current cumulative count for the sherds excavated in these two units is as follows:
33,813 inJ2 and 13,384 in J3.

4 The disadvantage of the mechanical process is that small fragile bones could be broken.
Because of this we instructed the excavators to be especially attentive to small bones when the
mechanical process was in use.

© 2020, Zaphon, Munster
ISBN 978-3-96327-108-3 (Buch) / ISBN 978-3-96327-109-0 (E-Book)



262 Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

average sherd weight in grams was computed proportionally to the average size of
the sherd (assuming for this study a constant sherd density) then it is clear that
sherds in the sifter are much smaller. For instance, two lots in J3 feature 37 (q56 and
q57) had an average weight from the sifter of 28 grams (27.66 gr) and from the point
of excavation of 108 grams (108.33 gr); this indicates a very broad range of
difference in sizes.

c—d. Special diagnostic and painted sherds

No special diagnostic sherds were found in the sifter. In J2 there were 36 painted
sherds and in J3 25 painted sherds from sifting. The painted sherds from the sifter
were so small that nothing meaningful could be gained from the painted detail.

e. Time and manpower requirements

The main advantage of sifting is clearly that every sherd is discovered. But in this
case, and we think in general for our excavations, the disadvantages include the time
it takes to wash and analyze small body sherds. In one sifted g-lot (J3g47) there
were 487 body sherds, the largest size of which was 6x4 cm and the smallest
2.5%2 cm. That the sherds in this lot were on the whole small sherds can be seen by
the average sherd weight of 11.56 g. As shown in Table 1, this is the general pattern
for all the g-lots in the study.

The answers to our research aims as formulated at the start of the research were
important in terms of our excavation strategy. Clearly, an obvious advantage for a
total collection system is that with the collection from the sifter, everything is cer-
tainly collected and subsequently analyzed. But the nature of the material collected
through sifting is such that it does not alter significantly the primary goal of
obtaining a total record. The main goal of this approach is to make possible state-
ments of non-occurrence, which are more powerful theoretically than statements of
occurrence, and have a greater heuristic value: the distributional array is complete so
that statements of probability are more plausible.’ But this goal is essentially
achieved, in the case of the samples studied in our project, even without sifting,
given the nature of the material found through sifting.

With regard to time expenditure, there are two factors to be considered: the
sifting and the post-sifting analysis of the recovered material. The answer for our
excavation strategy (which was behind the whole experiment in the first place) was
that sifting would occur anyway since it is built into the mechanical lift operation;
but that the subsequent analysis would be limited only to items that exhibited a par-
ticular typological significance — which indeed was hardly ever the case.

The question may nevertheless arise as to whether even such small sherds might
contribute to the analysis of the ceramics from any one stratigraphic context. The
connection between context and the embedded ceramics in that context is at the
heart of the decision to process all sifted material or not. In the area of Syro-Meso-
potamia the ceramic evidence is abundant. From our excavations in Urkesh/Mozan
we recorded on average between 40,000 and 50,000 sherds a season, depending on

5 Buccellati 2017: 119.
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To Sift or Not to Sift ... 263

multiple factors including, among others, the contexts excavated, the physical nature
of these contexts, the length of the digging season. The decision then might still be
applicable in very special contexts where even the small fragments retrieved through
sifting might be useful.
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Fig. 1  Urkesh/Mozan excavation units J2 and J3. (© [IMAS)
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264 Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati

Fig.2  Urkesh/Mozan: Backdirt being mechanically lifted into a trailer for
removal. The sifter at the base has a 2 cms mesh. (© [IMAS)

Fig.3  Urkesh/Mozan: Backdirt being sifted at the end of the mechanical lift. The sifter has
a 1 cm mesh. (© IIMAS)
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